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(54) SOFT CAPSULE FOR ENCAPSULATING LIGHT-UNSTABLE DRUG AND PREPARATION THEREOF 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prepare the titled soft capsule having colored outer surface of the 
skin, by dyeing a soft capsule composed mainly of gelatin with a dye dissolved in a 
mixture of alcohol and water, dehydrating the dyed capsule with anhydrous organic 
solvent, and drying the product. 

CONSTITUTION: A soft capsule composed mainly of gelatin is dyed with a dyeing 
solution obtained by dissolving a dye in a mixture of an alcohol, preferably ^4C 
monohydric ro polyhydric alcohol and water (the volume ratio of alcohol: water is 
40:60W95:5). The dyed capsule is dehydrated with an anhydrous organic solvent, and 
dried to obtain a soft capsule wherein the outer surface of the skin (about 100jj 
depth from the outer surface) is dyed. The dye is those absorbing the light having 
the wavelength active to decompose the light-unstable drug to be encapsulated, e.g. 
the dye absorbing the light having wavelength of 250W 460nm (food pigment yellow 
No. 4 or No. 5) for the capsule containing nifedipin. 
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